Exsanguinating hemorrhage from a caput medusae: cutaneous variceal bleeding.
We report the case of a 45-year-old female who presented to the emergency department with massive umbilical hemorrhage from a cutaneous varix. The patient had a long-standing history of alcohol-related liver disease and ascites. Her clinical course was complicated by coagulopathy and hemorrhagic shock, and she ultimately expired. Ectopic or nongastroesophageal bleeding constitutes a significant site of variceal hemorrhage. In this report we review the literature and explore methods of treatment.